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“Enhancing Your Life With Quality Education”

Dr. Noelia Vela Takes
The Helm At SBCCD

Dr. Noelia Vela, former
president/superintendent
of Cerritos College, was
selected Chancellor of the
San Bernardino Community
College District and began her
appointment in July.

“San Bernardino
Community College District
has long been known for
its excellence and I'm
excited about the challenge and opportunity to take it
to the next level of development,” said Vela upon her
appointment. “The district has had and will continue to
have a key role in the growth and future of the Inland
Empire and I’'m looking forward to being part of that.”

Vela started her education career as a counselor in
1974, moved up through the student services divisions
of various California colleges until her appointment
as President of Evergreen Valley College in 1993.

She moved from there to become President of Pima
Community College’s Downtown Campus in Tucson,
Arizona in 1997. Vela returned to California in her
position at Cerritos College in 2004.

Through her leadership at Cerritos College, the college
developed a new strategic plan, facilities master plan,
technology plan and a revitalized mission statement.
Vela was instrumental in expanding partnerships
including the Partnership for Quality Education with K-
12 districts, establishing the Southland/Cerritos Center
for Transportation Technologies and in transforming the
campus with the support of a general obligation bond.

During her tenure at Pima Community College’s
Downtown Campus, Vela led and completed a physical
and program transformation while growing its enroliment.

Vela currently serves on the Boards of the American
Association of Community Colleges (AACC), the National
Institute of Leadership Development and the National
Community College Hispanic Council. She is a member
of the Community College League of California (CCLC)
Legislative Committee and serves on the AACC Economic
Development Committee.

A native of Texas, Vela grew up in Chicago, received
her bachelor’s degree in business and master’s degree in
counseling from lllinois State University and her doctoral
degree in educational leadership from the University of
San Diego.

Dr. Vela succeeds Dr. Donald F. Averill who retired
June 30, 2008 after eight years with the District and over
40 years in higher education.

San Bernardino
Community
College District
Leverages Bond
Funding

Citizens’ Bond Oversight
L+ Committee Releases Year-End-Report
For every sixty-seven cents the San
Bernardino Community College District has spent
on Measure P bond projects, it has matched it with
thirty-seven cents of matching funds from federal,
state and local sources. And the District hopes to
continue that practice with Measure M bond funds.

According to the just released Citizens’ Bond
Oversight Committee’s 2006-07 Year-End Report, the
District has spent over $110 million of the $190 million
Measure P general obligation bond. Projects completed
with those dollars include a complete seismic retroyt at
San Bernardino Valley College (yve new buildings and the
demolition of seven buildings, plus various other seismic
retroyt projects), football yeld refurbishment at SBVC, a
new Applied Technology Training Center, seismic projects
at Crafton Hills College, and Master Planning for both
Crafton Hills College and San Bernardino Valley College.

Current projects with Measure P monies are
the Student Health Services building, a Media/
Communications Building, the Maintenance & Operations
Building, a Science Building and a replacement building
for North Hall—all at San Bernardino Valley College.
State funding for the Media/Communications Building,
Science Building and North Hall replacement will
supplement Measure P dollars. At Crafton Hills College,
Measure P bond funds are being used for a number of
infrastructure projects, as well as a new Community
Recreation Facility which will include a 50-meter pool,
and a Learning Resources Center.

In addition to leveraging bond funds to the best
extent possible, the District also works closely with
Tilden-Coil Constructors to secure local contractors when
feasible. This practice has resulted in 83 percent of the
Measure P projects being awarded to local contractors,
with the result of over $40 million being reinvested into
San Bernardino/Riverside communities.

You can ynd information on Measure P and Measure
M online at www.sbccd.org.

(Measure P is a $190 million general obligation bond,
passed in 2002. Measure M is a $500 million general
obligation bond, passed in 2008. Read more about
Crafton Hills College construction inside.)




Valley-Bound Commitment
Ensures Free College for
Colton High School Graduates

Wouldn’t it be great to attend college for free? No
parking passes, no expensive books, no enrollment
fees?

Well, this is actually a dream come true for 39
incoming San Bernardino Valley College (SBVC)
students who are part of a new pilot program called
the Valley-Bound Commitment that covers all costs of
attending SBVC for their yrst year of college.

Launched this spring exclusively at Colton High
School, this ground-breaking program was brought to
the campus by SBVC President Dr. Debra Daniels to
help increase the college-going rate in the region.

Requirements for the program that was only
available to Colton High School Class of 2008
graduates included exhibiting ynancial need, enrolling
at SBVC for at least 12 units and volunteering for
local community service.

The very yrst group of 39 Valley-Bound
Commitment students and their parents arrived on
campus in July for a comprehensive orientation to
San Bernardino Valley College and began their higher
education experience in August—something that as
recently as six months ago was a scenario that would
not have been possible.

But, thanks to the rollout of the Valley-Bound
Commitment and the fundraising efforts of the SBVC
Foundation and several other ynancial aid resources,
this group of students will have all their expenses
paid for their yrst year of college at SBVCS including
parking, books, and enrollment fees.

Angelina Espinoza (left) and Andrea Galicia are
Valley-Bound participants.

fiSeveral parents have come up to my ofyce since
this orientation and have shared how much this
means to their family,” said Herb English, Director of
EOPS/CARE. “They are already asking whether we
are going to offer this program again next year for
other schools or at Colton High School once again so
that their next son or daughter can join the program.”

After the in-depth orientation for students and
their parents, many parents realized the great op-
portunities available at SBVC to impact their future
and several have already enrolled to take classes with
their sons and daughters.
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